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What do you like about our school?
Location of school

Kids are happy – fun, expressing their emotions about school

Music resources

Wide open spaces, country feeling

Respect, children have/learning manners

Teachers interact with children

Realistic learning tools about the environment

Good bullying system

Teachers in tune with children’s needs and kids getting hands on experience

Lifetime learners

No stress on kids whilst learning

Very multicultural school

No school uniforms

No tuckshop, no canteen, no lunch buying

The small classes

Positive culture

Great support for students who need extra help with learning

The sustainability

The staff the environment 

The grounds are beautiful – (Thanks Tony!)

The doors are always open(classrooms) / teachers are very welcoming

The school is very community based, we like the way parents are asked to come and participate

Continuing support outside of school

Opportunities that the school creates through the Green Team activities (community planting etc) – creates leadership skills for children

We like the natural setting.......cows.....

I like that children are allowed to climb trees

Support from parents to the school and kids

Principal knows son’s name

Size of the school

Community based

Outside activities

School follows up on kids not at school

Parents supporting parents

Office staff are approachable

No blame culture

Good how there’s no tuck shop

Great New Entrant teachers

The planning outside around the school is looking great, teaching the children to grow their own veges

Fantastic support from family

What approachable staff and support they have given

Shade outside

Swimming pool

Tree house

 Consistent communication (newsletters)

Country setting (a relaxed environment)

Pride in presentation of the school

Reading programmes
He whanaungatanga

He aroha

My son feels safe

 That it is an enviro-school and that we have such a great country school atmosphere but city school resourses

Tau te rangimarie, piki te aroha

Nurturing from all quarters

The nurturing and discipline, respect and manners that are instilled in our children from day one, confirms to me as a parent that the school/staff really do care about the children

I love the community ‘feel’ in our school

I love that our school teaches respect, empathy,  responsibility and to care for others and our environment

Our school nurtures the kids and makes them proud of their achievements and proud of their school as a whole

Our kids are happy and love being at this school

The way parents walk around the school , that they are welcome in the classroom and feel a certain ownership of the school

My daughter’s teacher is great

Friendly kids

Atmosphere

Caring and active school

Single solo mums

The close involvement of the parents

The teachings of sustainability

Music

Relations between parents/staff – open communication

Room 16 teacher

Country school

Mixture of kids – all get on as one!

Beautiful grounds/art work

My son’s at this school 

In the kapa haka group

Room 15

Te reo teaching is happening

Principal knows the kids by name

Friendly and approachable

Westie attitude

Artistic

Teachers appear passionate

Setting

Environmental – teaching about recycling

It does think outside the square

If you could make changes what would they be?

Rugby and more summer sports

Uniform, unifies, identifies, recognises, affordable

Bring back rubbish bins

School bus (free)

Crossing – zebra on Candia and Henderson Valley Rd

Car park, signs, warning etc

More special (theme days) for lunch – burger days, hot dog, pie, soup day

Swimming instruction 
– higher number of people/kids do not know how to swim

· Too expensive to take to a club

More confidence building activities 


-      newcomers not knowing anyone

· Leadership/responsibilities

· Work on transitioning Year 6 to Year 7

· Preparing kids for intermediate holistically

· School tours

Do more to encourage other – cultural activities. Cultural awareness

Better head lice awareness – tea tree shampoo/fly spray

Teacher – parent honesty

Specific report 
– teacher

                              -Student reports not copy and paste

Have all annual events planned so parents know in advance rather than at last minute

Parents need to know the methods used for their homework.

Inquiring mind

Confidence – to be confident in what the child may want to do in his/her life

Would like a child more focus on their learning development

Would like my child to speak up more

 Parents changing their behaviours

Parents spending more time with their children

Parents having quality time with children and their families

Traffic lights at the top of the driveway! Ha!

I would like my son to learn more Te Reo Maori – with a specific class? Bilingual unit?

I would like more extra activities for younger children outside of school - sports/dance class/music lessons

A more accommodating hall so we don’t have to stand in the foyer

Crayfish at the next whanau meeting

Canteen?  Tuckshop?

We would like the children to learn more about their natural environment like using plants for medicinal purposes

Too many student/teacher ratio.  Less kids more teachers

Providing reports where the children are at graphs showing average and where their achievements are at nationally for their age and to compare apples with apples

Communication from teacher to parents before teacher parent interviews if below average, meet with parents to discuss learning strategies to bring them up to speed (level)

More supervision at lunch times   i.e. teacher and parent help

Homework templates enlarged for students to write clearly so that they can sight what they have written

More male teachers

Smaller class numbers

Better IT facilities

Preparation emotionally for intermediate – what to expect maybe

We need to encourage more parents to get involved in the Home and School.  Maybe evening meetings – we need to turn out like tonight with Dads and all!

More sports

More family/community ‘fun’ evenings    ie picnics, BBQ’s

Better footpaths to encourage kids/parents to walk/ride to school – help the environment/car issues, parking etc

Asking parents to get more involved in ‘topic’ study in class – please ask parents – at home time

Communicate with mum and dad more about their day – could teachers at the end of the day say to children to go home and tell your parents what you are doing

More teachers and resources (either via funding –Govt)

More teacher development “professionally”

· Special needs for children

· Learning disabilities

Become more child focused – not so curriculum based.  Having more time to teach the child where they are at   eg. More strength based

Parent committee? – will have to think about a system on that

How could you support the school to implement these changes?

Show an interest – come to the meetings



  -more parents being involved

Be aware of where your child is

· make more time to be with children – reading, make a special time, praise your children

Talk to your school/teacher

Having an intermediate attached to Henderson Valley Primary please!

By giving my time, using the contacts that we have as parents, perhaps the school could have a ‘wish list’ as such that we can tap into
Partnership

Database of skills that parents can ‘register’ so the school has access to their skills/resources to call on when needed or relevant to current projects or learning,  Now and in the future.

Happy  to be the main drive for a school gala, but must be assured of a sizeable, reliable team of parents/whanau/community contacts.

Supporting set homework

· format of the month

Parent volunteers through the day to assist the teachers during lunch intervals or even selecting Year 6 students that are willing to support teachers.

Have an accessible system for parents to be tapped into.  Utilising parents/skills/experience. Rugby, events, academics.

Fundraising activities utilising parents skills

Parents and teachers meet(hui) to go over methods used in homework.

